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The Stalk 

    We also are happy to announce an outstanding general session on Wednesday, January 24th that will include
keynote speaker Greg Edwards providing updates on exports from Virginia ports as well as Virginia Tech Provost
Cyril Clarke, Dr. Mike Gutter from Virginia Cooperative Extension, Commissioner of Agriculture Joseph Guthrie,
and Governor Glen Youngkin, among others. 
     To close a great day on January 24th, make sure to secure your tickets for the annual oyster roast as the perfect
opportunity to network with our agricultural partners, producers, speakers and ESAREC Extension Specialists. 
      We could not be more thankful for the support provided by our vendors and sponsors who make this event
possible each year. This year’s lineup of exhibitors and vendors is bigger than ever, and we are happy to announce
that we are currently at capacity for our trade show! Although we are 2 weeks away, you may still sponsor a meal for
attendees or purchase a ticket for the oyster roast by reaching out to the Accomack (757-787-1361) or Northampton
County Extension Office (757-678-7946).
        Below you will find the complete brochure for 
this year’s conference. We are looking forward to seeing
you at the 34th Annual Eastern Shore Agricultural 
Conference and Trade Show!

                   Hélène, Theresa and Mark

Accomack & Northampton County Cooperative Extension
Eastern Shore Agricultural Research & Extension Center
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Mark your calendars for January 24th and 25th, 2024 for the 34th
Annual Eastern Shore Agricultural Conference & Trade Show! 

    We are excited to announce we have a compelling agenda for
this year’s sessions with educational programs focusing on
soybeans, potatoes, agronomic crops, and vegetable crops
discussing the most relevant information and research to benefit
your production systems. This year’s speakers will include Virginia
Tech Extension Specialists from the ESAREC, TAREC and
Blacksburg, as well as invited presenters from other universities and
supporting industry. 

      We encourage you to take full advantage of our program by attending our educational sessions, visiting
exhibitors and network with agribusiness-men and women from all over the region. As always, make sure to
register to obtain pesticide license recertification credits for commercial and private categories in both Virginia
and Maryland. 
    



UPDATES
FROM THE ESAREC DIRECTOR
Dr. Mark Reiter, Director, Extension Specialist 

CAREERSCAREERS
Assistant Farm Manager. (Job no. 527895)

Join our team at the Virginia Tech Eastern Shore Agricultural Research and Extension Center in Painter, VA! The Assistant Farm Manger
provides direct support and assistance to the Agricultural Farm Manager for managerial oversight of farm operations that includes research

and general farming activities for crops important to the Eastern Shore that includes fresh market tomato, snap beans, potato, soybean,
wheat, corn, among others. Experience growing and managing various vegetable, grain, and oilseed agricultural crops on a commercial basis
for control of insects, disease, weeds, fertility, irrigation, etc. is mandatory. Application review will begin on January 5, 2024, and continue until

a suitable candidate is found.. For more information and to apply online, visit: https://careers.pageuppeople.com/968/cw/en-
us/job/521473/research-specialist-sr 

Applied Entomology Extension Specialist. (Job no. 521473)
The Eastern Shore AREC seeks an Assistant Professor and Extension Specialist in Applied Entomology. The incumbent will focus on crops
significant to Virginia’s agricultural economy and important to the Eastern Shore and Coastal Plain regions of Virginia (potato, tomato, snap
bean, broccoli, corn, soybean, wheat, and others). This is a 9-month, tenure track faculty position (50% research and 50% Extension). The

candidate's tenure home will be within the Department of Entomology at Virginia Tech. Applicants are required to hold a PhD in entomology or
a closely related discipline by the appointment start date. The candidate must have effective communication and interpersonal skills to

collaborate with diverse teams and audiences, internal and external to the University. Packet review will begin on January 31, 2024, and
continue until a suitable candidate is found. For more information and to apply online, visit: https://careers.pageuppeople.com/968/cw/en-

us/job/521473/research-specialist-sr 

We have two positions at the
ESAREC that remain open for
applications. Join our team!

Spread the word and share

We hope you had a great holiday season and happy new year! We are excited to start 2024
with a long list of projects underway to better our Virginia agroecosystems. We are
continuing our work in the realms of weed science, entomology, disease management, soils,
nutrient management, cover crops, and horticultural production with an effort to increase
productivity, profitability, and sustainability. Specific for specialty crops, we look forward to
initiating the following projects via funding from the Virginia Specialty Crop Block Grant
Program on the Eastern Shore. More information can be found at:
https://news.vt.edu/articles/2023/12/cals-USDA-specialty-crops-grant.html?
utm_source=cmpgn_news&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=vtUnirelNewsDailyCMP_jan0
924-fs 
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This project, led by Vijay Singh, assistant professor of weed science
and Extension specialist, will evaluate the economic benefits of using
drones to apply herbicides that inhibit weed growth in specialty crops.
Previous studies using drones to spray soybeans and corn have shown
higher efficacy and better cost savings than backpack spray
applications. This will be the first test of drone-applied herbicides on
specialty crops, specifically tomatoes and broccoli.

Use of drone-spray for weed management in specialty crops

Seed rot and seedling blight remain a constant threat for Virginia’s sweet
corn producers. This project will identify fungicide seed treatments that are
most beneficial for Virginia growers and determine which soilborne
pathogens are most common in the state’s soils. Led by Douglas Higgins,
assistant professor of plant pathology and Extension specialist, this project
will produce specific disease management recommendations for protecting
sweet corn seedlings in Virginia.

virginia-specific disease management strategies to protect sweet corn seedlings

We look forward to seeing everyone at the Eastern Shore Agricultural Conference and Trade Show, and oyster
roast, on January 24-25, 2024 at the Exmore Moose Lodge. Come spend a few days with us as you learn more to
increase productivity, earn pesticide recertification credits, and enjoy great food! Mark
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EASTERN SHORE AGRICULTURAL 
CONFERENCE & TRADE SHOW BROCHURE



































V C E  &  E S A R E C  C o n t a c t  I n f o r m a t i o n

Faculty/Staff Title Email Work/Cell Phone

Northampton County

Cooperative Extension

16392 Courthouse Rd

PO Box 457

Eastville, VA 23347

Hélène Doughty ANR Agent hdoughty@vt.edu 757/678-7946

Erin Morgan 4-H Agent emorgan2@vt.edu 757/678-7946

Amanda Hurley Unit Support Staff amandalh@vt.edu 757/678-7946

Faculty/Staff Title Email Work/Cell Phone

Accomack County

Cooperative Extension

23185 Front St.

PO Box 60

Accomac, VA 23301

Theresa Pittman ANR Agent tpittman@vt.edu 757/787-1361

VACANT 4-H Agent 757/787-1361

Rachel Barnes Unit Support Staff mrbarnes@vt.edu 757/787-1361

Faculty/Staff Title Email Work/Cell Phone

Eastern Shore

Agricultural Research &

Extension Center

33446 Research Dr.

Painter, VA 23420

https://www.arec.vaes.vt.edu

/arec/eastern-shore.html

Mark Reiter
Director/Professor, Soils &

Nutrient Management
mreiter@vt.edu

W 757/807-6576

C 757/693-2556

Vijay Singh
Assistant Professor, Weed

Science
v.singh@vt.edu

W 757/807-6579

C 479/713-0094

Emmanuel Torres
Assistant Professor,

Horticulture
etorres@vt.edu C 352/682-0708

Doug Higgins
Assistant Professor, Plant

Pathology
doughiggins@vt.edu C 517/803-0636

Lorena Lopez
Postdoctoral Associate,

Entomology
lorelopezq257@vt.edu C 954/529-9042

John Mason
Research Specialist, Soils &

Nutrient Management
masonje@vt.edu W 757/807-6582

RC Cooley
Research Specialist, Weed

Science
robertc42@vt.edu W 757/807-6586

Calyn Adams
Research Specialist, Plant

Pathology
calynadams@vt.edu W 757/807-6586

VACANT
Research Specialist,

Entomology
W 757/807-6586

Andrew Fletcher Farm Manager alf20007@vt.edu W 757/807-6586

James Warren Mechanic jwarren@vt.edu W 757/807-6596

Belinda Sterling
Administrative & Office

Specialist
belindas@vt.edu W 757/807-6596

Alana Kirsch Communications Associate alanak@vt.edu W 757/807-6586

Virginia Cooperative Extension brings the resources of
Virginia's land-grant universities, Virginia Tech and Virginia
State University, to the people of the commonwealth. VCE
provides education through programs in Agriculture and
Natural Resources, Family and Consumer Sciences, 4-H
Youth Development and Community Viability.

The Virginia Tech, Eastern Shore AREC is committed to
supporting commercial vegetable, grain, oilseed, and
fiber production throughout the Commonwealth of
Virginia. Centrally located on Virginia's Eastern Shore,
the center conducts basic and applied research on more
than 25 agricultural crops.

Virginia Cooperative Extension is a partnership of Virginia Tech, Virginia State University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and local governments. Its programs and
employment are open to all, regardless of age, color, disability, gender, gender identity, gender expression, national origin, political affiliation, race, religion, sexual

orientation, genetic information, military status, or any other basis protected by law.
If you are a person with a disability and desire any assistive devices, services or other accommodations to participate in any activity, please contact Amanda Hurley at 757-

678-7946* (*TDD number is (800) 828-1120) during business hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. to discuss accommodations.
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