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Origins in Virginia
• Petit Manseng and big brother, Gros

Manseng, historically confined to Jurançon
region of southwest France (1500 acres in 
seventies)

• Wolf obtained budwood from NYS 
Agricultural Experiment Station in Geneva, 
NY in 1987; evaluated at Winchester from 
1988 – 1998 and at Blackstone VA from 
2000 to present.

• Budwood distributed to Alan Kinne, Horton 
Cellars, and others since
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Petit Petit MansengManseng in Virginiain Virginia

Strengths:
Excellent viticultural 
adaptation to mid-Atlantic
Excellent fruit quality
Good resistance to bunch 
rot 
Fair cold hardiness

Weaknesses:
Limited market experience
Limited wine style options



18213349Petit Manseng

17312449Cab. Sauvignon #8

16311251Chardonnay #4

Bud-break to 
harvest (days)

Bloom to 
harvest (days)

Bud-break to 
bloom (days)

Phenology (Winchester VA)

-Bud-break averaged 3 days later than Chardonnay 
(ranged from 0 to 6 days later - around 23 April)

-Harvest averaged 22 October

-Blackstone vineyard about 2 weeks earlier with 
phenological development
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Petit Manseng
Winchester, 1992 – 1998 averages



Crop per vine: 1993 Crop per vine: 1993 –– 19981998
WinchesterWinchester
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1.655.583.7420.5Chardonnay 96 ‘06

1.224.853.8121.8Chardonnay 96 ‘05

1.296.933.4723.2P. Manseng ’06

0.858.083.2825.2P. Manseng ’05

Berry 
wt. (g)TApHBrix

Petit Manseng
Blackstone
2005 - 2006
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Petit Manseng: cold hardiness

P Manseng suffered 54% primary bud kill when 
exposed to -11F on 19 January 1994. Chardonnay 
suffered 100% bud kill during same event.

1992 – 1993 winter, Winchester


